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Originally published as a series in the official newspaper of the Archdiocese of St. Paul and
Minneapolis, the award-winning The Catholic Spirit. Fr. Margevicius provides a detailed and
incisive look at each part of the Roman Catholic Mass so the reader can understand, celebrate
and live it more fully and faithfully.Father Tom Margevicius is instructor of liturgical theology at St.
Paul Seminary School of Divinity in St. Paul, Minnesota.

From Publishers WeeklyMcDermott's crisply elegant version of a traditional Native American tale
resounds with lyrical prose and the stylization of myth. The illustrations, in striking contrasts,
echo the central theme of the birth of the sun by visually leading readers from darkness into
light--McDermott adroitly juxtaposes a blurred backdrop of mist-drenched landscape against the
sharp, bright colors of Raven himself and the glowing interior of the Sky Chief's domicile.
Raven's sadness at seeing men and women living "in the dark and cold," without the warmth of
the sun leads him to search out light. The trickster sets his plan in motion by being reborn as son
to the Sky Chief's daughter. The doting grandfather, wanting the boy to be happy, commands
that Raven-child be given an effulgent ball that he discovers in a shimmering box. With this orb--
the sun--firmly in his grasp, the cunning creature changes back into a bird and soars off;
whereupon "Raven threw the sun high in the sky, and it stayed there." With this masterfully
executed reworking, McDermott adds to the folktale bookshelf a work in the grand tradition.
Ages 4-8.Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.From School Library JournalGrade 1
Up-- All the world is in darkness at the beginning of this traditional tale from the Indian cultures of
the Pacific Northwest. Raven feels sorry for the people living in the gloomy cold, so he flies to the
house of the Sky Chief in search of light and warmth. To get inside, Raven pulls a shape-shifting
trick that allows him to be born to the god's daughter. As a spoiled and comic infant, Raven
demands and gets the shiny ball that the gods have hidden away. The art and text capture the
spirit of the Native American trickster hero; benevolent, clever, magical, unscrupulous, and
ultimately triumphant, Raven acts out human virtues and foibles on a cosmic scale. The mixed-
media illustrations contrast the foggy cold of the Northwest Coast with the cozy interior of a
native plank house. Traditional dress, furnishings, and house construction are clearly depicted,
as are the tender and indulgent emotions of the Sky Chief and his family. As Raven shape-shifts
through the story, visual and verbal clues let children see that his essential nature remains intact.
The book invites comparisons with other trickster heroes like Africa's Anansi and the Native
American Coyote, as well as with stories of fire bringers like Prometheus. The physical
environment, oral literature, and traditional life of the Pacific Coast Indians come alive in this
amusing and well-conceived picture book. --Carolyn Polese, Gateway Community School,
Arcata, CACopyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Kirkus ReviewsHero and



mischief-maker Raven is central to Native American myths of the Pacific Northwest, as
McDermott explains in a gracefully written note. Here, he's a cunning trickster who brings the
marvelous gift of light to the world. Turning himself into a pine needle, Raven is swallowed by the
Sky Chief's daughter and reborn as her son. He finds the sun hidden away in a box, resumes the
shape of Raven, seizes the sun in his beak, and throws it into the sky. Retelling the tale with
elegant simplicity, Caldecott Medalist McDermott illustrates it with handsome mixed-media art.
Raven, a bold pattern of red, blue, and green on black, refers directly to the familiar totem pole
figure; the landscape is a lovely, understated expanse of watercolor; the stylized sky people, in
gentle earth tones, are at once decorative, warmly benevolent, and sculpturally heroic. A
splendid setting for an important myth. (Folklore/Picture book. 4-10) -- Copyright ©1993, Kirkus
Associates, LP. All rights reserved.About the AuthorGERALD MCDERMOTT (1941-2012) was
an internationally acclaimed author-illustrator and the creator of numerous award-winning books
and animated films for children. Winner of the Caldecott Medal and two Caldecott Honors for his
picture books, he was also a consultant to the Joseph Campbell Foundation on mythology in
education. His acclaimed series of trickster tales consists of Raven (a Caldecott Honor Book),
Zomo the Rabbit, Coyote, Jabuti, Pig-Boy, and Monkey, each of which draws from the folktale
traditions of a different part of the world. www.geraldmcdermott.comRead more
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Fidel Fernandez, “Is great I recomendet, So we know better what the Holy Mass is and means to
Us Catholics.. Once I started, could not stop reading it, I go to mass every Sunday and once or
two times a week, so I love it.”

JB, “Five Stars. Great help.”

A.L.GATES, “Five Stars. VERY GOOD AND HAS BEEN HELPFUL”

The book by Gerald McDermott has a rating of  5 out of 5.0. 3 people have provided feedback.
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